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SUBJECT: STATUS OF ITALIAN GOVERNMENT FORMATION 
BRUSSELS FOR HARTMAN 

1. AFTER MORE THAN TWO WEEKS OF EXHAUSTIVE EFFORT. FORMER 
PRIME MINISTER AMINTORE FANFANI GAVE UP ON OCTOBER 25 IN HIS 
ATTEMPTS TO PUT TOGETHER A NEW ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. PRESI- 
DENT LEONE HAS NOW APPOINTED FOREIGN MINISTER ALDO MORO 
AS THE NEW FORMATEUR. THE PACE OF MORO'S CONSULTATIONS 
SUGGESTS THAT THESE RITUAL DISCUSSIONS WITH ITALIAN 
POLITICAL LEADERS MAY TAKE AT LEAST TWO WEEKS TO COMPLETE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF THE UNEXPECTED, THEREFORE, YOU WILL BE 
MEETING ON NOVEMBER 5 WITH MEMBERS OF THE RUMOR CARETAKER 
GOVERNMENT INCLUDING MORO, WHO WILL BE BOTH FOREIGN 
MINISTER AND FORMATEUR. 
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2. MORO, A THREE-TIME PRIME MINISTER, IS A PRINCIPAL 
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LEADER OF THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT (DC) LEFT WING. HIS 
APPOINTMENT HAS GENERALLY BEEN INTERPRETED AS EVIDENCE OF 
CONTINUING DC ADHERENCE TO THE CENTER-LEFT FORMULA, WHOSE 
FOUNDATION IS THE DC-SOCIALIST ALLIANCE. 

3. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO EASY SOLUTION TO THE PRESENT 
CABINET CRISIS WHICH IS EXACERBATED BY THE SEVERE ITALIAN 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. FANFANI'S FAILURE, WHILE DUE IN PART 

TO AN ABSENCE OF AGREEMENT AMONG THE PARTIES ON HOW TO 
DEAL WITH THESE PROBLEMS, ALSO RESULTED FROM THE DIFFI- 
CULTY OF ACCOMMODATING THE DESIDERATA OF THE SMALL BUT KEY 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY WITHIN THE COALITION. NOTWITH- 
STANDING THESE DIFFICULTIES, HOWEVER, MOST OBSERVERS 
REMAIN CONVINCED THAT THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE TO THE 
CENTER-LEFT ORIENTATION AS A VIABLE DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL 
COMBINATION IN ITALY. INGERSOLL 
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